
   NEWSLETTER        Spring 2016   Vol. 6, Issue 2 

 

 
Quality/Regulatory Apprenticeships 

 

 Addressing Hard to Fill Jobs 

In January 2016 the Southern CA Biotechnology Center (SCBC) received a $600,000 
state grant to address “hard to fill” quality and regulatory jobs.  In partnership with 
RxResearch Services, the Unilateral Apprenticeship Sponsor, 30 apprentices will be 
placed in the next two years.  
 

Apprenticeships have been approved by the California Division of Apprenticeship 
Standards for these job titles:   
 

The first apprentice in San Diego is Eddie Needham, a Quality Control Technician.  (see 
page 2).  For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra Slivka: sslivka@sdccd.edu 



(L-R) Dr. Sandra Slivka (Director, SCBC); Eddie Needham, (Apprentice); Dave Rudie, (Owner, Catalina 
Offshore Products, Inc.); Elexa Meza (Sr. Financial Analyst, Catalina Offshore Products, Inc.);  Nathan Phillips 
(Manager, Catalina Offshore Products, Inc.); Rosemarie Cristopher (President & CEO, RxReseach Services) 
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HIGH SCHOOL OUTREACH EXPANDS 

Beginning Fall 2016, SCBC will reach more secondary school 
teachers and students. Grossmont College will serve as a 
distribution site for the Crime Scene Investigation Lab Kit. 
Long-time partner Craig Milgrim, Professor of Biology, was 
instrumental in this effort.  Cami Yonally (shown at left) will 
serve as the site coordinator.  A “Whodunnit” DNA workshop 
for Grossmont Unified School District secondary science 
teachers is scheduled for the Fall 2016 semester. Please 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Diego’s First Registered Apprentice is Navy Vet 
 

Eddie Needham is assisting in the development of a FSMA* compliant program at 
Catalina Offshore Products, a supplier of fine seafood to local restaurants and sushi 
bars.  Owner Dave Rudie and Manager Nathan Philips are pleased to have Eddie 
assisting them with compliance.  
 

“I feel the apprenticeship program has given me a great opportunity to transfer my  
Navy aviation quality control experience into the food industry so I can start a 
completely new career.” —Eddie Needham 

*The Food Safety Modernization Act  (FSMA) was passed in 2011. FDA 

inspections begin this year. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Life Sciences Biotechnology Initiative  
Hosts Statewide Biotech Faculty 

More than 60 faculty from across California convened at Miramar College for a 2-day 
conference in mid-March. The conference  was organized and hosted by the CCCCO’s 
Statewide Life Sciences/Biotechnology Initiative Director, Sandra Slivka, Ph.D. and her 

Deputy Directors representing the Bay 
Area, LA/OC, and San Diego. Faculty 
learned more about the Initiative and 
how Dr. Slivka’s team can assist them by 
ensuring:  

¶ Program successes are counted in 
the CCCCO data systems 

¶ Programs are effectively marketed 
to students, to industry, and to their 
campuses and district administrators 

¶ Professional development 
opportunities are available for faculty so 
their programs remain relevant and 
responsive to changing industry needs.  

The conference also provided an 
opportunity for faculty networking and 
collaboration between established and 
nascent biotech programs.  

TEACHERS EMPLOYMENT SKILLS  

Life Sciences Summer Institute 
  

Amgen Teacher Program: July 6-14 
Teacher Alumni Workshops: July 15 & 

September 24 
Industry Visit: July 18, 2016 

Info: SDBiotechEd.org 

BEST Workshops 
 

Lab Skills: May 16-19 & August 8-11 
Intro to Quality: TBD 

Info: sslivka@sdccd.edu 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Applied Biotechnology II 
 

June 13-August 6  
Info: sslivka@sdccd.edu 

S2 Summer Science Enrichment Program 
  

July 25-29 
Info: rbowersg@sdccd.edu 

 


